NAYANA

ATTAINMENTS

As Visalakshi was in the family way she went to her
parental home. Ganapatisawnoneedtostayathome. So he
was again thinking of going to some holy place to continue
tapas. But at the request of his wife not to go to any distant
place, Ganapati decided to go to Bhuvaneswar, in Orissa.

Rama Sastri, the brother-in-law ofBhima Sastri, and
Lakshminarayana Sastri, the son fo Bhavani Sankaram, who
were already initiated into Mantrajapa by Ganapati,
accompanied him with tapas as their object. But Rama Sastri,
unable to pull on returned to Kaluvarayi after a day's stay at
Bhuvaneswar. Lakshminarayana Sastri, unable to give up
smoking, followed Rama Sastri. Ganapati then felt free and
in a secluded spot behind Bhuvaneswar Temple, began his
tapas.

He was performing tapas during day, and was reciting
Lalita Sahasranama nine times during night. For nine weeks,
the Japa and recitation of S^hasranaama continued. On the
last night, Ganapati had a cle^-r vision ofBhuvaneswari while
he was sitting on a stone in the moon-light, in a relaxed mood.
The Divine Mother offered him a cup of honey and her smile
was so full of grace that Ganapati felt immersed in divine
bliss as he sipped the honey. When the vision was over, he
ruminated over his experience and tasted actually a residue
of honey on his lips.

Since then, whatever he wrote, poetry or prose, was
characteried by a distinct sweetness, and his intellect
developed a rare sharpness. The memory of the smile of the
Goddess lingered in him and found expression in all his
Kavyas in myriad ways.
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